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mcd » imAMt the a y i a l rf die nmi-
cfMRv of CoMMo ihcR whcn MOBR) 
owned Die RTfiioiy. Their cnon to csnl>> 
Wi ihr capnal MB uDsucccsiful becMoe of 
• I • » 6eqiiem ladan aidi. and die fan 
d w o n e of Awon's (olotii» had s t«M 
on die Bnaoc ndter dMui dit CotoiMio 
Rmr. 

Cokfido Coumy «H one of die oiiiimi 
counoes of die Republic in ha. dw fia 
donkt coHit searni m die nev naoon « « 
hrid beneKk a i«c orit n CoiimbiB. 
wMcn Mw waiMB piuefwd, wntiout 
ktves or Inbt. besde che ColorMlo 
County Cautrhouse m Columbus. 

harm-dav Colondo Councy co«cB as 
aea of 90) square nulrs. nme 607.000 
acics of kvH to rolbng irmin In i n o . 
Colorado County had a popubaon of jujt 
2.2)7, but, soon afta the CnnI W»r and 
dvoifhoui the lemaindei of the 1800's. 
R prw rapidiv n population and reathed 
22.203 by 1900 The coming of die tad-
nads to the county dunnft thoae yean 
helped Colorado County fn>« as a center 
of commetce m the yean before the 
1900's. It was ai» one of the ccnien of 
German colonuaoon and C«ch 
oon dunng chat time Thr Oech and Ger­
man influencr s sull rvidrm today m 
Colorado County rommunny r«eno as 
« c l as in -place names throughout the 
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H K r ^ "t Colorido County. In tront nm. (L-R) ^ Commisswner 
COMiy Judge Ustcr J Crandi. and Comnussoner Ra^f V«cib Stand-
CMfliiamAen Louts W Stiles. Jr.. and Crockett Uycndccker Judge 

of H-GACs Exeninve Comminct and a Past Piwident Com-
is Iw akeraate. 

After 1900. the popubtnn of Cokxado 
County began to decline, hovcnng around 
19.000 pemttt unol 1940. when further 
dedMKs reduced it to bek>w 18.000. and 

~ the 1970 Census saw i further irckiction 
. iol7.6}8cituens 

Aabcipaicd Fatuie Gfowth 
De^itc the decreases m Colorado 

County's population tabutatcd m the bst 
" rwo Census counts, the Houston-Gahcs-

lon Area Council, the 13-couiMy volun-
taiy asnciauon of kxaJ goniiimtnu of 
wlMch Colorado County aiid ks other kxal 
governments B a prominent member, 
anticipates that Cokndo County will grow 
to around 20.000 by 1990 and teach 
21^00 by 2000 

Their are severai rrlatrd itMons tor 
the anticipated population growth, and an 
evm more rapid gvowih in labor foice 
anf anploymeiM. The matt significant 
boot s die nAucnce of Houston's 
growth, whicfa continbes to spiead out-

• a 
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; '^•: 
The geographk kxation of Colorado 

County, imdway between Houston. Aus-
im. and San Antonio, a an enirmely 
•nponant reason why Colorado County 
• capecird to mciease its 1978 emptoy-
ment by 76 per cent by dte year 2000 
The pieKMe of the Inceisote highway and 
die tad fan parallefa^ die Inteiratc 
conthkMe B dbii accesifaibty 

wad asemployen and residents knk for 
moir artTKtnr airas within the Rgion to 
kxate 

Colorado County B one of die man 
aoactmecouiMiesin the region. When its 
physical attractiveneis is combined widi 
the bw con of bnd. labor, and iiaes. as 
wefl as dte accewbdny oflinrd by Inicr-
snte 10. continued mfastml and icaden-
tiat devekpment of Colorado County 
arc ins I 

lice elewiofi/dfycw air tm^wfcm. 

NcwPhMMiWctaar 
IGnwtB 

Two new industries of major piopor-
tmns have akcidy come into Colorado 
Cowmy. bcnging some 400 to VX) new 
empkiraKOi opportunities But the brgest 
fMwdl hm occiMied in the sand and gravel 
Mhaoy. widi idaicd growth in trucking 
Some 1400 vehicle tnps air made to sur-
RMttdmi coranwction markets, pnmanly 
to llowuMi bdt abo to smaller cities such 
m B r̂ Otf, kxMcd in Matagorda County 
todiesouih. 

leadeniial devekipment in Cok>rado 
County is averaging some 20 to 2) units 
per month Piamaiy lesidental devek)p-
ment has been k)cated m the county's 
cities and laiall communities wlule 
"second homt" development has been 
scaneird throughout the county 

These mcielKs m industrial and resi­
dential devcfapment air expected to con­
tinue and itrnigthri! in the ninirc. 

The CoMMy Govemnent 
CokMado County itself a governed by 

the Commisiionen Coun (See pKturc) 
compoaed of county commissioneTs of the 
fcur pTOdiKO UNO which the county is 
dnndrd and the County Judge, elected 
at large Coferado County has been a 
tBonta of the Houston-GaKcston Area 
Council since 1971 

by die Gty Council " Columbus B a 
member of the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council 
Eagle Lake 

The Gty of Eagle Lake B the County's 
second brgest city It B governed bv Mayor 
Elmer Stniss and AUermen James G 
Cash. Mike V Duarte. William L Farra. 
AKin W Kohleflrl. and Ralph Truly 
A "general bw" city, like Co'umbus. it, 
too, hM a Gty Manager. T J Smith, who 
has rcsponsibdky of day-to-day manage-
ment Eagle Lake B a member of HG AC 
Wciiiiar 

The Gty of Weimar, bcated in die 
western portion of Cokxido County just 
nonh of IH 10. a gowemed by a mayor/ 
council form of city govenunent Mayor 
DavB Gindler presides at meetings of the 
Gty Council, composed of Councilmen 
Don Maa. Thomas Brasher. Henry Beyer. 
Wilbur Gfohmann. Jr. and Geoig? Hobi-
lal Weimar's City Manager sFnuikParits 
Weimar, hke le sister cities, a an actwe 
member of H-GAC. 

Colorado County 
bus. a bastioa of kistoey. 

^Calum-

There air thirr incorponted municipal-
>ies in Cokxado Coimy Cohimbus B 
die OMnty's brgest city in population and 
die mosi cemnBy-kxated of the three 
q o a Mayor Rxhird Heflfley and fnc 
Aidnmen: David Anderson. Roben H 
I ^ . Thomas Etkeridge, Thomas Gaytor. 
«nd Jay W Hastedt arc die city's elected 
badco. Raymond G IVten. City Mana­
ger. « • " » • « die policy decaions madr 

School Dotncn 
Three independent school diat net sopor 

ite public school systems in Cok)rado 
County The Rice Consolidated indepen­
dent School Dstnn is kxated in the 
southern ponion of Colorado County, and 
B the resuh of a corxoltdatHxi of four rural 
school daincts The G>lumbus Indeperv 
dent School Datnct, kxated in the nordi-
em ponion. aixl che Weimar independent 
School DauKt servKcs western Cokindo 
Counrv These three dBtmcs have a total 
average daily student attendance of 6.))6 
The RKC Consolidated system a a mem­
ber of the Houston-GaKeston Aira Coun­
cil and the President of its Board of Tius-
tees. .Mn Jane Clipson of Eagle Lake, a 
a member of the H GAC General Mem­
bership Bodv 
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Eagle Lake Chamber 
Of Commerce 

Beware Of 
Poisonous 
Holiday Decor 

With the holiday aaaaon 
rapidly approaching, etre 
muat be taken to insure that 
in all the huatb and bustle 
that accidental poiaooinga do 
not occur, warn* the South 
east Texu Poison Center. 
"Holiday plants and decora 
tkms can eauae considerable 
problems," warns Michael 
Ellis, director of the South­
east Texas Poison Center. 

"Plants, such as the 
. poinsettia, Christmas holly. 
' mistletoe, and the Jerusalem 

cherry can all eauae problems 
if left where small children 
can gel to ihem." Ellis noted. 
•Althoufh the poinsettia is 
not the deadly plant it is 
often misrepresented as, if 
the leaves or stems are eaten 
or cheweo on. frequently we 
see fairly severe vomiting 
and diarrhea. This in itself 
can cause dehydration 
problems in small children." 

"If holly berries are eaten 
they can produce severe 
vomiting and diarrhea, due to 
a number of extremely 
irritating substances found m 
both the red and green 
berries. Miatletoe. on the 
other hand, has proven 
deadly when iitgMM">J) any 
quantity." Ellis noted. "The 
bright red berries of the 

Jerusalem cherry can be 
mistaken fc>r tomatoes by 
small children, and the 
consequftces may prove 
severe." 

"Since we know that small 
children are attracted to 
plants, and particulariy thoae 
with bright colors," ElUs said, 
"they should be placed high 
enough that small hands 
cannot have access to them. 
This means that places like 
the coffee table are definitely 
out as areas to display these 

pianta." 
Other holkiay deeoratwns 

can poae problems also. 
"Christmaa tree ornaments, 
such u the older bubbling 
lights, contain methylene 
ehk>ride, which if conaumed 
by small children, may prove 
quite toxic," noted Ellis. 
"Each year we are eonaultod 
about chilth^n eating glaas 
Christmu tree balls, and the 
poaaibility of the mouth or 
the gastrointestinal tract 
being cut or injured is very 
real." 

"Some decorations eauae us 
essentially no problem. These 
include pyracantha berries, 
the flocking used on Christ 
maa treea. the ingestion of 
pine needles, and the in 
gestion of styrofoam orna­
ments. The drinking of 

Christmu tree preservatives 
by children la also common, 
but gwterally is of little 
concern if the amounts 
conaumed are amall," Ellis 
statea. 

Should a poiaoning emer­
gency ariae during the 
holiday seaaon, firat akl 
information can be obtained 
by contacting the Southeast 
Texaa Poison Center in 
Galveaton at 765-1420 or in 
Houston at 664 1701. 

MIIRY CHRISTMASI 

m 
You can remind K)ur| 

youngsters and youn^i of 
the true meaning of t h ^ a - l 
son by including a ma|ger| 
scene under the Chris^asl 
tree, with all those b ^ t i -
fully wrapped gifts. >ihen| 
Christmas arrives, placfthe 
Christ Child in His crib, 
lovingly and reverently, 
while you sing a joyous carol. 

December, 1979 H^AC SPECTRUM 

aiERRY 

The stillness of the winter 
landscape captures the peace and 
tranquility of this happy season. 
May you share in all its ten4er 
joys. 

SEAHOLIVI INSURANCE 

m. -

ITALLMAN DRYER 
J«lM Foley, .Mgr, 

Garwood 
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SoH & Water DIst. Directors 
Set Poster, Essay Contest 

- Mayor Richard Hefflcy of Columbus, 
.•.•an H-GAC member. 

jCentiaued from page 2) 

CooaervatMMi Distiici 
The Coknado Soil and Water Con­

servation Datnct, whose boundaries are 
coterminous with Cokxado County's, is 
governed by Board of Directors chaired by 
Herben Engsuxim of Garwood Serving on 
die Board are Mclvin H Albright of 
Wcunar, who represents die Distria on 
HGAC's General Body, Mn C O Hem-
sohn of Fayetteville, Glenn Stromquist of 
Cat Spnng. and Henry Sunderman of 
Eagle lake 
Role of H-GAC 

Cjoioiiiio County, die three ckies, the 
soil and water conservation district, aixi 
the school datnct )oin together widi the 
othr 114 kxal govemmena in the other 

Z; \2 nHjnties of H-GAC'$ setvxe region to 
J« ideniify problems whose solutiorB require 
y, (ouperaiivr aiiion by all kxalgovemincnis 
>,«, in the region, arvj not just by single in-
1% dividual units of government acting ak>ne 
^•'/jMier all, the mounty region hu many 
r!'^pruhlerm which kxal governments share. 
f^^i •rbKb no one IPUI govemnwit acting 
^ ,'*by Itself can soke From water polluuon. 
I. ^^Ito (tunc to irafTx and tianspottation 
«|t>rubiems to health tarr and to popuU-
''Ij^ion growth, many problems cannot be 
Z>'loKea wid^ a ungic city, county, or 
*̂- fthool disirKi without getting the coopers-

r Hon (jf Its rKighbun 
*-. J That's »hv (he Houston-Galveston Area 
' pxincil was organized on a region-wide 
•• stale, a bruad geographic basa. to provide 
\-Jt forum where kxaltovemmrnts and kxal 

* ofTiciah tan deal rffettivrly and equitably 
with rrgKioal problems common to all of 
them and lo combine their resources and 

••,-Uleno to meet challenges beyond the 
• , tapabihiK~s of individual kxal govern-

'. menis at iing akjoe U . ^_^^'Z^^ 
\ Local PartKipaoon 

Through their panxipation in the 
.' H-GAC organiraiKin. Colorado County. 
;• ihecitiesof Columbus. Eagle Lake. Wet-
'' mar die Rxe Consolidated ichooh. and 
'. . the Cokxado conservation datnct are help-
'^ Mig themscKcs and thca neighbon devc-
; ' bp tcxnprehensivr regional pbns in such 

impunani problem areas as environmen­
tal qualii\ law enforcement and criminal 

• ')usiNC. water, lewer, and drairuge facih-
' ties, homing and commumty develop-
'. ment. parks, open space and hatorxal 
• preservation, transportation facilities brxl 

use and popubtxxi patterns health, has-
;.'^tals. and edunuon. employment* and 
. training pbiming, dnig and akOhoi abuse, 
'\ and setvKcs to die eklerly 
.' Colorado Covaiy Lcadsidiip 
* One of H-GAC's strengths a lO abihty 
•' to bnng dw area's best leadetdup together 
.'for the region's benefit Colorado Coun-
'• ty has provided s big share of dial leader-

Mayor Elmer Sttuss of Eagb Lake, a 
member of H-GAC's General Body 

ship, not just to sohrc Cokxado County's 
pnibkms, but also to bring Cokxado 
Ccxinty's opinions to bear on every major 
govcmmental problem Most of H-GAC's 
Icey leaders from Colorado Gxinty, those 
who serve on H-GAC's Executive Gxnmit-
tee. General Body, and affiliate advisory/ 
technkal groups, arc pKtured in dine 

P»«« 
H-GAC Services to Cokxado County 

Strongly underpinning its role in long-
range planning are die Area Council's 
duett servKCS to the kxal governments of 
Colorado Councy and to those of the other 
12 ccxintics on the region 

The p(x>ling of planning and informa­
tional resources enabk H-GAC to provide 
numerous seivxcs to Cokxado County and 
its kxal governments whxh are useful 
and hdpful to them in solving kxal prob-
bms and ui further devek>ping the full 
potenualitics of Cokxado County and m 
kxal communities. 

In fact, being useful aixl providing scr-
vKcs to meet the needs of local gowm-
meno in strengthening theu services to 
their cKucns are die keynotes of all ilic 
acuvities of H-GAC 

Here a.re some highlights of the kinds 
of assctaiKC and pbnning that H-GAC 
has helped and a continuing to help 
Cokxado County and lO kxal govern­
ments 

• Law Enfonement Radio Commuru-
caiKXis System—Theu panxipatmn in the 
H-GAC Regional Law Enforcement Radio 
GxTununicaixxB system albws bw en-

Mayor Davis Gindler of Weimar, an 
alternate on H-GAC's General Body. 

GAG Because the bid for the equipment 
was also consolidated, with H-GAC re­
presenting all 88 panKipating sheriffs' 
depanmenis and city polxe units as the 
central purchasing agent, the equipment 
was purchased at 40 per cent below list 
prxe The total losi of the equipment 
being used by Colorado County Icxal gov­
ernments wa.s 1^3.078, but only |l3,27ft. 
was required to be invested by the County 
and the three iitics It is this kind of 
assistarxr. available only beiausr ihr re­
gion's kxal governments have joined to­
gether through H (JA( . , that helps bring 
belter proieiiion and seiurity to communi­
ties and uii/ens . '_' • •• 

Herbert Engstrom, Chair 
man of the Colorado Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Board, announces the annual 
essay uid poster contest 
sponsored by Central Power 
and Light Company and the 
Colorado SWCD. The essay 
contest is open to all students 
attending schools in Colorado 
County, and is open to all 
students 18 years of age and 
under. The Poster contest is 
open to all students of 
Cokirado County 12 years of 
age and under. 

The deadline for the 
contest is January 18, 1980. 
The entries may be sent to 
the Colorado SWCD. P.O. 
Box 776, Columbus, Texas 
7893^.. or they may be 
delivered lo the Columbus 
office of the Soil Conservation 
Service in the County Ag. 
Building in Columbus. 

Teachers or students who 
need more information on the 
contest should contact Bee 
key Zajicek, District secre­
tary, at 7322773 in Colum 
bus. 

Essay Sobject 
The topic for the essay 

contest is "Forty Years of 
Soil and Water Conservatioa 
Districts in Texas". The 
essay must not exceed 300 

words. It b preferred that 
the esuy be typed but it is 
not required. A cover sheet 
should be uaed with the 
entrant's name, address, 
school name, school ||Tsde 
aking with Cotorado Sod and 
Water Conservation District 
No. 333 on it. The entrant's 
name should not appear on 
the essay. The topic for the 
Poster contest u "Food, 
Fiber, and Soil Conserva­
tion". The poster work is to 
be on standard poster board 
cut to half size (approx. 22" x 
14"). 

The top essay and poster 
contest winners from the 
Cobrado SWCD wUI be 
honored and recognized at 
the Columbus Lions Club 
Conservation Awards Ban­
quet held each spring. Each 
of the top winners will 
receive an award through the 
District from Central Power 
and Light Company. Certifi­
cates wUl also be awarded to 
the winners. 

The top winning essay and 
poster in the District will be 
sent to Temple in competition 
for selecting the liegional 
champions. Regional essay 
and poster contest winners 
win receive-«rophlM' i s i<-
prize for their winning 
efforts. 
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legends comes in more than 
200 varieties, including some 
that lose their leaves each 
autumn. Nearly two dozen 
species are found in the U.S., 
the most common of which is 
American holly. This variety 
once grew thickly in forests 
throughout the eastern U.S., 
but now only a fraction of 
those wild stands remain, 
according to Natwnal Wild­
life. 

8ii«bSeaed 
Like jbther varieties. 

American holly trees are 
single sexed. Only the female 
plants produce the scarlet 
berries, and not until they 
are at least eight years old. 
The berries are food for 
mockingbirds. thrushes, 
robins, blue birds, and many 
other animals. 

If you contribute to the $3 
million Christmas holly in­
dustry, maybe you'd better 
check the weather first. An 
old Irish Catholic legend has 
it that if holly is brought 
inside during fair weather, 
the wife will rule the 
household forevermore. But if 
boughs are brought in during 
a storm, the husband will be 
master. 

\ -

niiiiO0f> 
Ged Uets yeuoiid-

yours at Christmasliint 

and always. 

COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRIC 

Mr.aa4Mra.J*tuiR.TwTci 
Richie and MuMiy 

EH(leLake 

I > I 
i 

Shenlf 'Doc ' Mueller (L) and B J. 
Schindler^ Alleyion serve on H-GAC 
Crimin,jl Justice group 

• H-GAC HI Speed Telctommunna-
:ion$ System—ThrcHigh another joint pur-
basing arrangement through H-GAC. the 

Cokxado County Sheriffs Depanmcnt 
was able lo obtain a new. up-to-date telc-
.'ommunKatKxu system because it joined 
together with 53 other bw enfoncmcnt 
units in the 13 ccxintics in obtaining the 
equipment whxh improves their cfTkicncy 

Before you Take a Bough, Check 
On Superstition At)out Holly 

Shenffs dnpaichcr uses fiMtios provided 
diroagh H-GAC 

fonement ofTxers of Cokxado County and 
the cities of Columbus. Eagle Lake, arxj 
Weimar to have instantenous voice con­
tact with other bw enforcement units 
throughout the 13-county region Thn 
ultramodern H-GAC radio system enables 
Cokxado County juiiidictKxa to respond 
more quxkiy to calb It increases the 
peicentage of cnrtKS cleared by arrest and 
rediKCS operating costs by permitting nxxe 
efficieni use of manpower and bwer mam-
lenance evperae. The new radm equip­
ment, now in use for four years, was 
finamrd with 7̂  per cent of the cost 
of thr equipment coming dircxigh H-

Vkko teletype icfifiinal in ShcnfTs dis ' 
patrlung otTtct. 
and cHcctivencss The ShenfTs Depan­
mcnt paid a little less than 14.000 to ob­
tain the equipment valued at $10,000. 

• bw Enforcement OfTxers Training 
-Because the ShenfTs Depanmcnt and 
the Eagk Lake I*O1KC Depanmcnt, are 
working with H-GAC, they are able to 
scfxl their bw enfcxtcment ofTxers to H-
GAC's regional training program which 
offers both bask and advanced training at 
a variety of ccxivenient kxatKxis in the re­
gion Tha training, valued at some $100 
per ofTxer. a made avaibbic through 
H-GAC for only a $10 fee per ofTxer. a 
fee paid by the bw enforcement agencies 
diemselvcs. not by the individual cxTxers. 
Two polxc ofTxers from Eagk Lake and 
five from die Cokxado County Sheriffs 
Department have pankipatcd in tha H-
GAC training program 

'Tis the season to deck the 
halls, but before you bring 
home boughs of holly you 
ought to know some of the 
history and superstition sur- r 
rounding that lough, prickly 
leaved, berry bearing plant, 
according to the current issue 
of Natk>na] Wildlife maga­
zine. 

Since the days of the 
ancient Cells, magical powers 
have been ascribed to holly, 
the National Wildlife Federa 
tion bi inonlhly reports. And 
one legend holds that wea­
ther conditions at the time 
Christmas holly is brought in 
will determine who n u s the 
household Ike husband or 
the wife. — _.^ 

Holly'a iae fki 4ecoratxm 
dates back to the Druids, a 
religious order that thrived in 
pre-Christian England and 
France. "These woodsy 
priests considered the plant's 
eternally green leaves proof 
that the sun would never 
desert them," the magazine 
explains. 

The early Romans extend 
ed lht» traditron by hanging 
holly indcxirs during the feast 
of Saturnalia, a mid-winter 
festival celebrating the re­
turn of l o n g e r days. 
Early Christian converts also 
adopted this ritual by 
designating Chrjstmas Eve as 
"lempla exornata" "temples 
are adorned". It was forbid­
den to bring any greens into 
the home before that night. 

"Because of this ban on 
early decorating, many 
Christians believed that 
bringing holly into a bouse 
loo scxin would cause family 
quarrels and misfortune," 
National Wildlife says. 

As Christianity spread, so 
did holly legends. In one tale. 

the plant was said to have 
had white berries until the 
Nativity. When a visitor 
broke off a branch of a holly 
>lree decorating outside the 
Bethlehem stable afld offered 
it to the Christ Child, the 
baby pricked hb flnger on the 
sharply pointed leaves. "Hor­
ribly embarrassed, the holly 
blushed and its berries have 
remained red ever si^e." 

Another holly^superstitwn 
was promoted by rliny," the 
early Roman naturalist. He 
asserted that a wild animal 
could be subdued merely by 
throwing a stick of holly at it. 
"He also alleged," notes 
Natronal Wildlife, "that hoUy 
fkiwers could make water 
freeze, and that il the tree 
was planted near a house it 
would protect the inhabitants 
from bad weather, poison, 
and witchcraft." 

Medieval English physi­
cians thought holly berries 
could cure colic, but patients 
who followed their doctors' 
orders sometimes died from 
the violent vomiting the 
berries induced. Holly leaves, 
however, are harmless when 
roasted and brewed for tea. 
The brew was often drunk by 
South American Indians, who 
thought it gave them extra 
strength. 

The subject of |{1 these 

i^^m%m%m*»9^*m*m*»*mlm*»*m9^*m*m*m*m^t»*m%mut^m*m*m*im*m%m*m 

— A Happy CluisUiias Greeting tu everyDne. We hope that 

you will enjoy the holiday season in the spirit of peace and 

friendship. Best wishes from all of us. 

I Laughlln CKnic, Associaies 
' 
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